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temple in the neighbourhood of the town. The
building stands on the raised banks of a tributary
stream of the Cauvery River. The image is
brought out and carried in procession to a street
in one of the suburbs of Trichinopoly, and it is
placed on a platform erected in the street. The
pujari, a cultivator of the Vellala caste of Sudra
origin, comes forward, no one knows whence, and
declares that the spirit has taken possession of his
body. He places himself before the idol in a
prominent position where he can be seen by the
crowd that has gathered round. He is garlanded
with strings of flowers something in the manner
of the sketch. On his head he wears a fantastic
head-dress; and his face is rubbed with sacred
ashes and coloured powder. For the time he is
as mad as he looks.
He stands upon a raised platform or is lifted
to the shoulders of a couple of men so that he
may be seen by the crowd while the sacrifice of
blood is made. It is a disgusting ceremony from
beginning to end. Hundreds of black goats are
driven in from the villages. The animals are led
up to the pujari singly. Water is sprinkled on the
head, and as the creature shakes itself to throw off
the drops, an attendant swings round a heavy